
The power of future generations: a look into the 
Colombian case 

Valentina Rozo Ángel 

Plaintiff and 

researcher 







www.slideproject.com 4 

Who are we? 

We come from the 
cities most 

vulnerable to 
climate change 

We are between the 
ages of 7 and 26   

We have an 
environmental 

interest  

A group of 25 
children and young 

people 
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By asking questions 

How did we do it? 

What is the 
main cause of  

greenhouse gas emissions? 

Why is this important? Who is responsible? 
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What is the 
main cause of  

greenhouse gas emissions? 

Asking questions 

Deforestation 
  

36% of GHG emissions come from the forestry sector 
98% of GHG emissions of the forestry sector come from 

deforestation   



Hectares of rainforest were lost in 2016 



  
more than in 2015 



of the deforestation took place in the 
Amazon 
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Asking questions 

Deforestation affects the water cycle 
Deforestation can lead to landslides 

 
Colombia could be 1.6 degrees Celsius warmer 

between 2041 and 2070  
Why is this important? 
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Asking questions 

The Government 
  

It has different kinds of 
commitments Who is responsible? 



National commitments 

Who is 
responsible? 

• Joint Statement of Colombia, 
Norway, United Kingdom, and 
Germany 

 
 

• National Constitution of ‘91 
 
 
 
 
 
  

• Ley 1753 de 2015 – National 
Development Plan 
 

International commitments 

• Paris Agreement – 2015 
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Finally we had the facts 
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Evidence Legal 

action 
Facts Issues 

Case structure 



Issues 

Do we have locus standi? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Causality: do omissions 
threaten the right to a healthy 

environment?  

Who are the future generations? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Which kind of legal action should we 
use?  



Legal  
action 

Tutela action 
(to protect 

fundamental rights) 

 Popular action 
(to protect collective 

rights) 
 

Writ of mandamus 
 

 

FOIA request 
 

 



Argumentative 
resources 

Scientific interpretation 
 

Individualization of the threats 

Previous judicial decisions: Atrato 
river 
 
Systematic approach: NDP, Paris 
Agreement and Joint Statement.  



Precaution 

Participation 

Child’s best interest 

Solidarity 

Intergenerational 
equity 



Evidence 

FOIA request 
 

Scientific papers on deforestation and 
climate change 
 
Press 

Colombia’s obligations (NDP, Paris 
Agreement, INDC, Joint 
Statement) 
 
Early deforestation warning 
system. Greenhouse emissions 
inventory 
 
Official information recognizing 
the issue 



STC 4360-
2018 
 
April 5th 2018 
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Protected Restored Preserved            Mantained 

Has the right to be 

Recognition that 
the Amazon is a 

living entity 

Amazon rainforest as 
a legal subject 
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Update the Land 
Management 
Plans to align 

with 
deforestation 

targets 

Action plan by the 
Regional 

Autonomous 
Corporations to 

reduce 
deforestation  

Intergenerational 
pact to protect the 
life of the Amazon 

Decision 

Action plan for 
the short, 

medium, and 
long term to 

stop 
deforestation in 

the Amazon 
rainforest 
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Changes in the behavior of 

the individuals who are part of 

the decision 

 

Changes in the 

behavior of the 

individuals who are 

part of the decision 

 

Changes in the ideas, 

perceptions, wishes of 

individuals who are part of the 

process 

 

Changes in the ideas, 

perceptions, wishes of 

individuals who are or 

are not part of the 

process 

 

D 
I 

S 
M 

Indirect Direct 

Symbolic 

Material 

Consequences 

 Each of them could be positive or 
negative 



25 Implementation challenges 

How to understand 
the issue? 

How to take 
into 

 account 
externalities? 



Valentina Rozo Ángel 

vrozo@dejusticia.org 

Thank you 


